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HSOP Welcomes new 
Executive Director/Shelter Manager 

 
The Humane Society of Parkersburg is 
pleased to welcome Katie Kelly as our new 
Executive Director and Shelter Manager.  
We recently made the decision to combine 
these two positions into one and knew it 
would not be an easy position to fill.  We 
are fortunate that we found Katie who is 
eager to take on this responsibility.  She 
demonstrates strong leadership and 
organizational skills. 
 

Katie comes to us with over 20 years of management experience.  She 
was with Suddenlink Communications prior to their facility closing.  She 
managed over 200 employees and was well respected by her peers.   
 
The Board, as well as the staff, are very excited and eager to see what 
the future holds with Katie at the helm.  With our expansion and 
renovation underway, she certainly has her work cut out for her. 
 
Katie is the proud parent of two college-aged children.  Donovan will be 
graduating from WVU this December with degrees in Political Science 
and International Business.  He was a four-year member and drum 
major for the PRIDE of WV.  Her daughter, Shannon, is in her 
Sophomore year at Ohio University studying Integrated Media.   
 
Katie is very excited about this opportunity and is hoping to do great 
things at the Humane Society of Parkersburg.  Please join us in 
welcoming her to our organization.  

 

Happy Holidays  
 

As 2018 draws to a close, everyone at the Humane Society of 
Parkersburg would like to thank each and every one of you who have 
supported our organization.  Whether you donated money, food, 
supplies, or your time, we can’t thank you enough.  We cannot be 
successful in carrying out our mission without you. 
 
We are looking forward to a new year.  Our expansion and 
renovation project is underway and are very excited about the 
positive changes this will bring.  We have new management and have 
added new staff members who are so passionate about what we do.  
It’s an exciting time! 
 
We hope you have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  From 
everyone at the Humane Society of Parkersburg. 

 

Shelter Announces New Hours 
 

Effective November 1, 2018, the shelter hours have changed to: 
 

Monday - Friday:  Noon - 6:00 pm 
Saturday:  10:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday 
 

Please note that the SPOT Clinic hours have not changed 
 

Matching Funds Drive 
 

Cathy Holmes was a huge animal lover and an avid supporter of the 
Humane Society of Parkersburg. Cathy passed away October 15, 2016, 
after a long battle with cancer. Cathy’s husband, Bruce Holmes, has 
pledged a $25,000 matching fund in her memory.   
 
This match will support the HSOP PAWS renovation/expansion 
project.  It is a dollar for dollar match up to $25,000!  If you know 
Bruce, it’s a great time to “pick his pocket.”  Cathy was such a special 
and well-respected member of our community.  What a great way to 
honor this wonderful lady.   

 
We've broken ground on the project.  
Weather permitting, it should be 
completed in March!  Please help Bruce 
help us fund this project! All donations 
should be payable to “HSOP/Spot.”  Please 
put “Cathy Holmes Match” in the memo 
and mail to HSOP, PO Box 392, 
Parkersburg, WV  26102.   

 

Tis the Season for Charitable Giving 
 

Charitable giving to the Humane Society of Parkersburg, as well as other 
non-profit organizations, is something that gives most people great 
satisfaction.  Many people are unaware of the fact that it can play an 
important role in avoiding capital gains tax and in estate planning.  
Following are a few ways you can achieve this. 
 

• Outright Gifts – With outright 

gifts, the charity benefits 

immediately.  It’s easy.  You 

write us a check and we can 

give you a receipt.  Then you 
can possibly get an immediate 

income tax and gift tax deduction. 

 

• Will Bequests – You can include a provision in your will to 

name a non-profit as a gift recipient at your death.  The charity 
receives the gift and your estate might be able to take an income 

or estate tax deduction.  

Continued on page 2 
 

Cathy and her beloved dog Sophie. 
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Message from the President 
   

Tis the Season for Charitable Giving 
continued from page 1 

 
• IRA Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) – If you are 

over the age of 70 ½ and have an IRA, you have to take a 

required minimum distribution.  You can have all or part 

your RMD gifted directly to a non-profit up to $100,000.  

Doing this satisfies your RMD yet becomes non-taxable to 
you. 

 

• IRA Beneficiary – You can name a non-profit as a 

beneficiary of your IRA.  Since they are income tax-exempt, 

they will benefit the full value of the distribution amount.  
 

• Appreciated Stock – If you have held stock for over one 

year and it is worth considerably more than you paid, 

giving the stock in kind may be an option for you.  You can 

receive a tax deduction for the current value of the stock 

donated.  The non-profit can then sell the stock without any 
tax implications.   

 

• Trusts – There are various types of trusts that can be 

created to benefit non-profits now and/or at your death.  

There are expenses and fee associated with creating trusts, 
so you should consult with an estate planning attorney to 

see if this is the best solution for you.   

 

• Community Foundation – Donations can be made to the 

Parkersburg Area Community Foundation (PACF) to 
benefit various non-profit organizations including the 

Humane Society of Parkersburg.  As with other options, you 

can make the donations now or they can be named as a 

recipient in your will.  You can contact the PACF and meet 

with a representative to discuss how your donations will be 
used.  

These are just a few of the most popular ways to donate to non-
profits.  It is always recommended that you consult with your tax 
advisor, financial advisor and/or estate planning attorney before 
choosing any of these options.  If you would like to discuss specific 
giving options and how your 
donations will be used, please 
feel free to contact the shelter 
and we will arrange a meeting.  
Your donations are very 
important to the Humane Society 
of Parkersburg, and we want to 
make sure you are satisfied with 
how your funds are being used.  

 

 
Trust is one of the most important 
aspects of any relationship, both 
personally or professionally. As far as I 
am concerned, being trustworthy ranks 
as the most important attribute anyone 
can have.   
 
We, at the HSOP, understand how 
important it is to have trust in us.  We 

are responsible for using your donations in the best way possible. 
It is our goal to ensure that we do the best job we possibly can. 
We cannot survive without a steady stream of funding and so 
much of it is provided by you. It is vital that we wisely use these 
funds for the care of the animals coming through our doors every 
day. The trust we are discussing extends to these animal’s shelter, 
food, medical care and their emotional well-being. We are not an 
organization that takes this responsibility lightly.  
 
Our management personnel and staff are committed to providing 
the best possible care of our animals. Do we make mistakes? You 
bet we do. I can assure you though, we learn from them. 
 
The HSOP has evolved so much during the last decade. It is almost 
unrecognizable as we move forward. Not only from a standpoint 
of technology, but of personal giving. I watch every single 
member of our Board of Directors extend their participation in 
this organization to limits far beyond expectations. I’ll 
demonstrate some examples. 
 
Lee Buckingham, Loretta Winans, Erica Bailey, and Cindy 
Ledsome take so many animals into their homes to foster, it is as 
they have their own shelters. It isn’t cheap, and it isn’t easy, but 
they do it day in and day out. They lead a group of dedicated 
volunteers every evening. These volunteers, regardless of any 
weather condition, come in every evening to exercise our dogs 
and give them love and attention. The Humane Society is in their 
blood. 
 
Debbie Hines has spent the last 30 years dedicated to saving lives. 
She spends countless hours making arrangements for animals to 
go to foster homes.  She is also responsible for hundreds of dogs 
going to rescue groups every year. She has literally saved 
thousands of animals that have come through our door with her 
efforts. In another life they would have been euthanized, but not 
any longer. 
 
Karen Katchur has spent the past five years dedicated to raising 
the funds needed to ensure our shelter expansion and renovation 
project would come to fruition.  She is overseeing this project and 
will be present for every step of the project.  Jon Six has helped in 
this process by constantly raising money.  He is fortunate that his 
vast group of friends and acquaintances share in his passion for 
the Humane Society.  
 
Many of the folks I mentioned have full time jobs, yet they still 
find time to donate to us. I can go on and on about our Board 
members and volunteers, and I will. Every day we get a little 
better than we were the day before.  Our goal is to continue 
learning and improving our organization.  Thank you for putting 
your trust in us. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas to all!!!  
 
Sam Winans, Board President  

  

HSOP Board of Directors 

Sam Winans, President 
Debbie Hines, Vice President 
Karen Katchur, 2nd Vice President 
Lee Buckingham, Treasurer 
Loretta Winans, Secretary 
Sandy Swisher, Member 
Kim Davis, Member 
 

Vicki Viers, Member 
Jon Six, Member 
Erica Bailey, Member 
Cindy Ledsome, Member 
Kim Buffington, Member 
Amy Heldman, Member 
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 SPOT Clinic Corner  

  

Thoughts From ‘Doc’ 
by Dr. Shanna Hickenbottom, HSOP Veterinarian 

 

 
Why Is My Pet So Itchy? 

 
Itching, scratching, hair loss and irritated skin is very common in 
our pets, especially our dogs. And though there is not one magic 
cure, there are several things a pet owner can do to help their 
furry friend be comfortable and happy. There are several 
potential causes for skin diseases in our four-legged friends, and 

as always, we encourage you to have an open and honest dialogue with your veterinarian before 
starting any treatment. Finding the cause of your pet’s skin problems can be complicated, will 
likely involve some diagnostics and may require multiple trips to your veterinarian to find what 
works for both you and your pet. So, let’s talk about some of the more common reason our pets 
itch. 
 
Fleas 
 
One of the most common, and best-known reason, that dogs or cats itch is that they may have a 
flea problem. Some flea problems are obvious, with large amounts of visible fleas and flea dirt, 
while other animals may have a hypersensitivity to fleas where it takes only a small number of 
fleas to produce a very big problem. These animals have an allergy to the saliva produced by fleas 
and often have hair loss, hair thinning or red skin around the base of the tail, hips and rear legs.  
These pets require high quality, year-round flea control to keep them comfortable, and it is 
generally recommended to treat all other dogs or cats in the home as well to avoid bringing home 
any unwanted guests. 
 
Infectious Causes 
 
There are multiple potential infectious causes, like bacteria, fungal (such as ringworm), and 
parasitic (sarcoptic or demodectic mange). These causes must be diagnosed and treated by a 
veterinarian. Some of these diseases are what we call zoonotic, or transmissible to people, and 
are usually uncomfortable or painful to your pet. The prognosis for these diseases is usually good 
with prompt recognition and aggressive treatment.  
 
Allergies 
 
Allergies is a hot button topic in veterinary medicine, and a common cause for itchy, scratchy 
skin, red painful ears in dogs, and itchy skin in cats. Our four-legged friends can be sensitive to 
many of the same allergens we can, pollens, dander, dust mite and grasses, and the notorious 
food allergies. As it turns out, food allergies are not as common as many may think and that 
grains are not the top culprit.  The most commonly reported food allergies in dogs and cats (per 
Tuft’s University) are chicken, beef, dairy and egg (fish for cats).  While having an allergy to a 
specific grain can occur, it is generally less common than to an animal protein. A recent study 
involving veterinarians from California UC Davis and Tufts University are investigating a link 
between a certain type of heart disease and grain free diets in dogs. Allergies can be extremely 
frustrating and expensive to treat, and – just like humans- they are managed, not cured.  
Treatment is usually multimodal (meaning involve more than one aspect), can involve lengthy 
strict food trials, year-round flea control, topical therapy and different medication to treat 
symptoms caused by the allergy and keep your pet comfortable. If you believe your pet may have 
an allergy, be sure to discuss your options with your veterinarian. 
 

Though treating your pet’s itchy 
skin can be a long frustrating 
process, there is hope. Recent 
advances in dermatologic medication have been shown to offer relief to many 
animals suffering from painful skin disorders. If you believe your pet may have a 
skin disease or allergy, don’t wait for treatment, instead call and schedule an 
appointment with your veterinarian. Your itchy pet will thank you. 
 

 

SPAY & NEUTER 
SERVICES 

By Appointment Only 
 
There is a $2 credit card transaction 
charge in addition to the prices 
below. 
 
Cat – Male  - $45 
Cat – Female - $45 
Dog – Male  < than 40 lbs - $75 
Dog – Male  > than 40 lbs - $85 
Dog – Female < than 40 lbs - $80 
Dog – Female > than 40 lbs 
and < 70 lbs - $90 
 
We do not offer spay services for 
female dogs over 70 pounds. 
 
All dog pricing and services include 
a free ecollar.  All dogs will leave 
with an ecollar. 
 
Cat boxes are available for sale for 
$5.  Your cat must have a secure 
carrier to go home in. 
 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
(available with spay/neuter) 
 
Surgical Services 

Cryptorchid – $15 
Umbilical Hernia Repair – $15 

 
Non-Surgical Services 

Rabies shots – $5 * 
Nail trims – $10 
Capstar flea treatment – $5 
DHLPP Dog Vaccination – $10 
Feline Leukemia Vaccine – $10 
Dog Kennel Cough Vaccine – $10 
Microchip – $15 
FVRCP Cat Vaccination – $10 
Heartworm Test – $15 
Feline FIV/Leukemia Test – $20 
Flea Treatment, per tube – $15 
Blood Screening – $40 

 
* Rabies required unless proof of 
current vaccination provided. 
 
To schedule an appointment,  
call 304-917-4275.  No walk-ins. 
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 Donor's Page  

July - September 2018 Donations 

Carla Adkins-Grimm 
Christi Alleman 
Wiona Anderson 
Ian Argabrite 
Jeff Argabrite 
Geni Astorg 
Brenda Bagley 
Linda Baker 
Linda & Ron Baker 
Vanessa Baker 
Coleen Bamhart 
Ben & Lorraine Barnett 
Coleen Barnhart 
Al Behnke 
Jill & Bob Behnke 
Michael Behnke 
Mike & Garen Behnke 
Robert Behnke 
Belk 
Kelli Beymer 
Mary Blythe 
Boxers Bed & Biscuits 
Charlotte Breuer 
Doug Brooks 
Budget Blinds of Parkersburg 
Matthew Bumgarner 
Sherry Bunner 
Sharon Buzzard 
C & C Dodge/Chrysler/Jeep/ 
       Toyota 
Kathy Calebaugh 
Melissa Carpenter 
Casey's Landscaping, LLC. 
Janelle Cheuvront 
Christ Lutheran Church,  
     Women of the ELCA 
Mary Clark 
Cynthia Clemons 
Penny Coleman 
Community Bank 
Kathryn Conrad 
Elizabeth Coutts 
Eleanor Crowley 
William Daley 
William & Sharleen Daley 
William Daley 
Linda Dally 
Angela Davidson 
Kristi, Angie, Dee & Ike Davis 
Deitzler Foundation, Inc. 
Jane Ducksworth 
Preston Duckworth 
Joyce Dye 
Pamela Eichmiller 
Starr Emrick 
Victoria Fasick 
Cindy Ferraris 
First Energy 
James Fleak 
Harold & Ruth Flinn 
Gage Freeman 
Becky Hess 
Michael Hess 
Michele Hess 
Rebecca Hess 
 

Tamara Heys 
Kristi Hickman 
Rachel Hitt 
Charlie & Criss Hornbeck 
Lillian Horner  
Brenda Huffman 
Nikki Huffman 
Leslie Humbert 
Melissa Hurst 
Larry Jones 
David Karr 
Andrew Keaveney 
Richard Kemmler 
Kim Kesterson 
Kimberly Kesterson 
Tina Kocher 
Kroger 
Evelyn Kuwik-Amato 
Marsha Lambert 
Cindy Ledsome 
Brenda Mace 
Pamm Mackey 
Laura Maenza 
Manuel Magno 
John & Krista Marinaro 
Dan Marshall 
Michael & Myriom Masci 
Janis McCracken 
Karen McCrady 
Matthew McCready 
Kelsi McFarland &  
     United Pools Staff 
Susan McKinley 
Sherri Mclain 
Mark McLean 
Cindy McPeek 
Lyn Metz 
Donna Minton 
Rick Modesitt 
Mother Earth Foods 
Terry & Sharon Nemesek 
Judith Springston &   
     Patricia Nutter 
Tammy Parsons 
Mary Riccobene 
April Riddle 
Robert Roberts 
Angela Robinson 
Amelia Romine 
Pamela Romine 
Kelsey Rose 
Haley Schau 
Donna Shaver 
Jo Silman 
Mary Slater 
Sabrina Small 
Emily Smith 
Ron & Kay Stoops 
Michael & Terri Strimer 
Patricia Stutler 
Allen & Barbara Swartz 
Brenda Tebay 
The Kruger Street Toy &  
      Train Museum 
Michael Thompson 
 

Mindy Thorn 
Brenda Townsend 
Jane Turley 
United Bank 
United Way of Delaware 
Ed & Becky Vaughan 
Lisa & Gary Villers 
Vision Care Associates 
Tammy Waldeck 
Walt Auvil & Michele Rusen 
Hannah Watters  
Susan West 
Pamela Whited 
Cynthia Whitlow 
Williamstown Bank 
Loretta Winans 
Dennis Workman 
Dottie Wyatt 
Donna Young 
Mary Jane Zivkovich 
 

In Honor of Animals 
In Honor of Buddy 
   Darlene Almond 
   Heather Canfield 
   Katelyn Deem 
   Christy Durnell 
   Terry Johnson 
   Laura Merritt 
   Catherine Mutz 
In Honor of Dixie 
   Linda Baker 
   Penny Coleman 
   Cindy McPeek 
   Pamela Romine 
   Courtney Rogers 
   Donna Shaver 
   Brittany Shingleton 
   Cynthia Whitlow 
   Alexis Wood 
In Honor of Dixon & Cas 
   Elizabeth Johnson  
          for Teddy & Otis 
In Honor of Skippie 
   Jill Metheney-Bills 
   Candace Seebaugh 
   Beth Starcher 
   Jan Tanner 
   Deborah Thomas 
In Honor of Tommy 
   Barbara Radiker 
 

In Memory of Animals 
In Memory of Cooper Freed 
   Anne Baker 
In Memory of Gentry 
   Ayla & Ann Elmore 
In Memory of Gretchen &  
     Pierre 
   Betty Eichhorn 
In Memory of Riley 
   Carolyn Calhoun 
In Memory of Savannah 
   Cindie Smith 
 

In Honor of People 
In Honor of Angie Graham 
   Carolyn Beckett 
In Honor of Cindy & Lee  
         Buckingham 
   Susan Wright 
In Honor of Susan Ross 
   Donna Shaver 
In Honor of The Winans Clan 
   Mark & Trish Gwynn 
 

In Memory of People 
In Memory of Barbara Bailey 
   Ann Bailey 
In Memory of Don Bailey 
   Paul Kupferberg  
In Memory of Judy Billy 
   Jon J. Summerville 
In Memory of Mark Conger 
   Beth Baker 
   Friends & Coworkers in DCS 
In Memory of Greg Dennison 
   Mary Beth Bauman 
   Cheryl Dennison 
   Mark & Marai Dierkes 
   Joyce Fortney 
   Chad Maloney & Melinda Hartz 
   Tom & Sally Hotlosz 
   Julia Maloney 
   Tammy Parson 
   Pat Pugh 
   Rita Walters 
   Avis Wilson 
In Memory of Debra Doak 
   Lisa Cowger 
In Memory of Sonny Bob 
Edwards 
   Virginia Edwards 
In Memory of Joanne Emerson 
   Dena Lambert 
In Memory of Jean Faulkner 
   Becky Hooman 
In Memory of Robert Gainer 
   Betty & Bill Batten 
In Memory of Jean Hopkins 
   Billy & Charlotte Bee 
   Dianne & Bill Boggess 
   Carolyn Chapman 
   Rebecca Hooman 
   Gerry & Bill Kohler 
   Debra Parrish 
   Roger & Patty Reed 
   Doug Shuman 
   Mary & Tom Slater 
   Carol Sutphin 
   Delia & Samuel Bolyard & 
          Lloyd Williams 
In Memory of Rex Hoppie 
   Ehren Clovis 
In Memory of Jack Hull 
   Rose Mary & Argel Stull 
In Memory of Bill Jones 
   Lyn Snider 
   Susan & Scott McKinley 
 

In Memory of Arleen Kern 
   Mark & Patty Shaffer  
In Memory of Betty Lasserre 
   The Nunziante Family 
In Memory of Arther Ligoske 
   Judy Bowersock 
   Darrell & Charlotte Haught 
   Rhodes Family 
In Memory of Don Lowe 
   Karen Shutts 
   Linda McClung 
In Memory of The Madison Family 
   Abby Wright 
In Memory of William  
      Dale McClure Jr. 
   Anna Stull 
In Memory of Paul Moore 
   David Warfield 
In Memory of James Page 
   Mr. & Mrs. Dane Ferraris 
In Memory of Keith Phillips 
   Jo Keenan 
   Mike & Kay Ware 
In Memory of Mercedes Phillips 
   Judith Midkiff 
   Mark & Catherine Midkiff 
   Frieda Owen 
   Dottie Wyatt 
In Memory of Mary "Mimi" Pitts 
   Janet Azinger 
   Jon & Mary Bango 
   Scot Dennis 
   Shelia Lemon 
   David & Luella Powell & Julie Lucas 
   Donna Minton 
   Tammy, Frank, Petey & Nacho Pugh 
   Christopher Reger 
   Jim Shriver, Chancellor Insurance 
   Catherine Wildt 
   Dan & Barbara Wildt 
   Kathy & Pat Wildt 
In Memory of Richard Rector 
   Barry & JoLynn Burns 
In Memory of William "Bill" Smith 
   Bobbi Wilson, Audrey Best,  
        Hope Dunel & Kayla Gorham 
   Bruce & Marilyn Kidd 
   Jim & Brenda Riley 
In Memory of Sandra Staats 
   Stephanie Wolfe & Shelli Bailey 
   Ann Boyce 
   Kristi Davis 
   The Tom Griffith Family 
   Sharon & Steve Grossenbacher 
   Eloise Jones 
   Tim, Edy, Debbie, Matthew &  
          Angie Jones 
   Ida Roberts 
   Beverly Stahl 
In Memory of Claude "Bud" White 
   Loretta Winans 
In Memory of Jim & Frances Winans 
   Jim & Melissa Winans 
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 Events and Acknowledgments  

8th Annual WV Tail-Waggin’ Tailgate Party 

The 8th Annual WV Tail-Waggin’ Tailgate 
Party was a huge success.  Everyone had a 
great time! The evening was filled with 
food catered by da Vinci’s, drinks, live and 
silent auctions overseen by Auctioneer 
Rob Fouss, a DJ, and a whole lot of fun!  
The past five years hosting this event has 
been focused on raising funds for PAWS 
expansion and renovation project.  We 
have broken ground on this project which 
should be finished in March.  We cannot 
thank our sponsors, auction donors, 
attendees and volunteers enough for 
their support year after year.  Please 
watch the shelter’s Facebook page for 
updates on this project. 

2018 Tailgate Sponsors 
Boxers Bed & Biscuits 
C&C Dodge Toyota/ 
     Toyota Corporation 
Terry & Shelley Capel 
Community Bank 
Earl Curry 
Tom & Sandy Davies 
Deitzler Foundation 
Groggs Heating & Cooling 
Hall Financial Advisors 
Jo Ellen & Barry Louden 
Dan Marshall 
Mark & Melody McLean 

Terry & Sharon Nemesek/ 
     McDonald’s 
Parkersburg Radiology 
J.W. Potts 
The Proz 
Reagle & Padden 
Mary Riccobene 
Butch & Donna Shaver 
Starkey Soft Water 
United Bank 
Ed & Becky Vaughan 
Victoria West 
Woodcraft 

 

Sam’s Club Donation Drive and Bake Sale 
 

Sam’s Club allowed us to host a bake sale and 
donation drive in July.  We received a van full of 
food and supplies as well as $500 in cash from 
the bake sale.  Thank you to everyone who 
stopped by to visit with us.  

 

 

Annual Dog Swim Held at Jackson Pool 
 

Both public and shelter dogs were able to beat the 
heat on August 17 at the annual dog swim held at 
Jackson Pool.  We had a very good turnout, and 
everyone had a great time.   

    

 

YMCA Hosted a Dog Swim 
 

The YMCA hosted a dog swim for the public and 
invited the HSOP to bring shelter dogs.  Volunteers 
had as much fun as the dogs did at this event. 
 

    
 

July Camp Ruffin’ It 
 

The July session of Camp Ruffin’ It was another exciting week focused on animal welfare and on having fun.  
The time was spent educating kids ages 8-12 on the shelter, pet care, fostering, the importance of spaying and 
neutering, and much more.  The highlight of the week was the performance of skits that each group of 
campers, along with their counselors, came up with showcasing the basic obedience training they taught their 
camp dogs.   
 
Camp Ruffin’ It is held annually in June and July.  Both sessions always fill up and there is always a wait list.  
Camp coordinator, Cindy Buckingham, announces the dates each spring on our Facebook page. 

 

Special Thanks! 
 

Budget Blinds of 
Parkersburg 
donated $1 for 
every blind that 
they sold during 
the quarter.  Barb 
Deem presented 
us with $285.  
Thank you for your 
support to the 
animals of HSOP! 

 
 
Lek's Lil Thai 
Kitchen raised 
$603 for the HSOP 
at the Belpre 
Homecoming this 
year.  We are so 
appreciative of 
their support and 
desire to help the 
animals. Thank 
you Tina Nolan, 
Erin Griswold, Tha 
Griswold, Lek Davis, Randy Davis & Dave Arnold! 

 

Attendees enjoyed a night fun-filled night at the Buzzie 
Dils River Park supporting the HSOP. 



 Page 6 October – December  2018 Issue Paw Prints 
 

A Foster's Story 
 

Lee Buckingham 
 

This edition of a Foster’s Story is a little different.  It is a “throwback” story written by Lee Buckingham seven years ago.  It truly demonstrates how 
one animal can ultimately change hundreds of lives. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A Wonderful Ending 

by Lee Buckingham (2011) 
 
This past summer, an extremely timid and scared little black dog caught my eye in the shelter.  She had been a stray and 
was given the name Sheba.  Sheba was always huddled in the back of the kennel. 
 
I was instantly drawn to Sheba and we have both, I believe, had a huge impact on each other’s lives.  I knew that in her 
current state of mind, she would not be appealing to most potential adopters.  I also felt that Sheba, unlike most dogs, may 
never adapt to the shelter environment. 
 
So, I took her home not really knowing where to place her.  At this point, Sheba had touched my heart and I knew I had to 
do everything I could to help her.  Shortly after that, my fiancé (now wife) Cindy was getting her hair cut and told Kay Santer, 
who fosters, about Sheba.  Kay ended up fostering Sheba and we ultimately rename her Gracie.  I visited her often. 

 
Kay also fell in love with her and she would talk about Gracie with her customers.  One day Kay called me to let me know that 
one of her customers, Kristin, was interested in Gracie.  I was apprehensive at first because I knew it would be challenging to 
find the right home.  Kay assured me it was a perfect match and how right she was. 

 
Gracie now lives with Tim and Kristin in her forever home.  They love her and are totally devoted to her.  She has 2 cats, a 
fenced yard, lots of toys, and is loving life. 

 
Gracie taught me how rewarding it can be to volunteer and give a dog a chance at a new life through fostering.  It is now a 
passion of mine and I thank Gracie for that.  My heart also goes out to Cindy for her support and especially to Kay for opening 
her door to another very special foster and making all of this possible. 

 
I continue to receive updates on Gracie and I got to see her at the Pet Photos with Santa event.  She is one very special little girl and we, as volunteers 
and fosters, can make a huge difference in the adoptability of our shelter residents.  I cannot put into words how rewarding that is for me. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Lee Buckingham truly understands that volunteering and fostering saves lives.  Around the time this story was written, Lee started the evening 
volunteer program.  Volunteers spend time 365 evenings every year walking dogs, sitting with scared ones, working on behavior issues, cuddling 
cats, and whatever is needed to enrich the lives of the animals and make them more adoptable.  Since this story was written, Lee and his wife, Cindy, 
have fostered 151 dogs.  They have photo albums with a picture of every single dog they have fostered.   
 

More information about fostering can be found on our website at www.hsop.org/fostering. 

Amazon Smile 

Our Current Wish List 
 

 Purina One Smartblend dry dog food 
 Pedigree canned dog food 
 Purina Cat Chow Gentle (purple bag) 
 Purina Little Bites 
 Fancy Feast Broths canned cat food 
 Non-clumping cat litter 
 High efficiency liquid laundry detergent 
 Odoban 
 Gift cards from Pet Supplies Plus, Sam’s & Wal-Mart 
 Gas gift cards 
 Bath towels 
 Kongs 
 Paper towels 
 Postage stamps 
 Copy paper 
 Disposable surgical gowns 
 White kitchen or 55 gallon trash bags 
 Vinyl gloves 

 
 
 

If you shop using Amazon, try using  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/55-0404377 

 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the  
Humane Society of Parkersburg. 

Kroger Community Rewards 

We are enrolled in the Kroger Community Rewards 
program.  Kroger made it easy for you to help in our fund-
raising efforts.  All you have to do is swipe your card 
whenever you shop and the Humane Society of Parkersburg 

is given a percentage of sales from your purchases. 
 
Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com and register your Kroger Plus 
Shoppers Card.  Choose Humane Society of Parkersburg, Organization 
#85292. 

  

http://www.hsop.org/fostering
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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Spotlight Pets 
 

Ritchie 

 
Ritchie is a two-year-old Dalmatian/Pit Mix 
who was surrender to the shelter in March. 
He is great with other dogs! He has been in 
numerous different play groups at the 
shelter. He loves to play and walks great on a 
leash. He has gone to McDonough Park with 
volunteers on several occasions. He is very 
good in the car and loves going on the hikes!  
 
This boy loves the staff and volunteers. 
Probably as much as they love him. He 
certainly demonstrated a lot of patience 

when they dressed him up for Halloween.  It certainly says a lot about a dog’s 
temperament when you can do this without difficulty.  He stood perfectly still 
and only shook his head a couple of time when 
the crab eyes covered his!  
 
A potential adopter needs to understand that 
Ritchie is very protective. He would be the 
perfect dog for a single person who doesn’t have 
children or much traffic in the home. He will 
likely need to be crated when new people are in 
the home until he learns it is ok for them to be 
there. If this person is you, please go to the 
shelter and meet him. With proper training, 
Ritchie will be the perfect companion!  He has so 
much love to give and all he wants to be loved 
back. 

 

Gertie 
 

Gertie is a one year old, 69-pound, 
tan and black, female Shepherd mix. 
She has been at the shelter since 
arriving as a stray on August 2nd. 
The staff and volunteers have all 
said they cannot believe she has 
been at the shelter for over three 
months. 
 
Gertie is a strong girl and will need 
someone to work with her on basic 
obedience training.  She is so smart 

and will learn everything quickly.  She loves people and always 
wants to please them.  She absolutely loved getting dressed up in 
her hula girl outfit for Halloween.  
She seems to get along with most 
other dogs and has had several 
playgroup friends.  
 
Having a big yard to run, play and 
get plenty of exercise in would 
greatly benefit Gertie.  If you have 
that and lots of love to give, you 
might just be perfect for this 
awesome girl.  If you are 
interested in meeting Gertie, 
please visit the shelter.   

 

Missy 
 

Introducing Missy!  She is an 8-year-old gray 
tabby. She is considered special needs due to 
having diabetes. That just means she will 
have to depend on her human a bit more than 
normal.  Don’t worry though, she has a lot of 
love to give back.  Missy enjoys lounging and 
snuggling up beside people.  She gets along 
with other cats and with cat friendly dogs.  
She is already litter trained and past the 
kitten stage, making her the perfect addition 

to someone’s 
family!  Missy is 
currently in a 
foster home.  If 
you are 
interested in 
her, fill out your 
application and 
the staff will 
arrange a time 
for you to meet 
her. 

 

Spade 
 

Meet Spade, this handsome big boy is a black 
domestic shorthair and he's 9 months old.  
He's been at the shelter since 9/28/18...much 
too long for this sweet and loving cat!!  He is 
very happy just being petted!!  As you can tell, 
he is a very talented model too!!  He has been 
neutered so with an approved application and 
$10 adoption fee he can go home immediately! 

 

 

Itsy 
 

Meet Itsy.  She is a 5-year-old spayed female that 
had the prettiest black and white fur.  She has the 
cutest pink nose white black accents and an 
adorable goatee.  She has been waiting patiently 
for her forever human to come and sweep her off 
her paws.  She does prefer to be the only love of 
your life, so she would like a home with no other 
animals and a relatively quiet home and comfy 
lap.  Stop by the shelter and meet this beauty. 
  

 

Did you know you can complete an adoption application online?  Just visit our website, www.hsop.org.  Go to the “Adopt” tab and click on “Adoption 

Application.”  Once your application is approved, it stays on file for six months. 



 

PO Box 392  
Parkersburg, WV  26102 
 
 
 

 Humane Society of Parkersburg 
  

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 392, Parkersburg, WV 26102 
 
Physical Address: 
530 29th Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101 
  
Phone:  304-422-5541 
Fax:  304-485-4261 
Emergency:  304-424-0034 
 
Shelter Hours 
Monday - Friday:  Noon to 6:00  
Saturday:  10:30 to 4:00  
Sunday:  Closed 

SPOT Clinic 
  

Mailing & Physical Address: 
506 29th Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101 
  
Phone:  304-917-4275 
Fax:  304-917-4279 
 
SPOT Clinic Hours 
Monday - Friday:  7:30 to 5:00 
Saturday - Sunday:  Closed 

 

 



   
 

Your Information: 

Your Name:  Total Amount Enclosed: $ 

Street Address:  City:  St:  Zip:  

Email address:  Phone #:  

 
If this is a tribute gift, please complete the following: 

 In memory of (person or pet’s name)  

 In honor of (person or pet’s name)  
 
Where do you want your donation to go?: 

 Where it’s needed most  Special needs fund  PAWS Project (Cathy Holmes $25,000 match) 

 
The Humane Society of Parkersburg is a non-profit organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
 
 

Please make your check payable to: 
“HSOP“ 

Mail it along with this form to: 
Humane Society of Parkersburg 

PO Box 392 
Parkersburg, WV  26102 
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